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OBAMACARE
Delta woman says it saved her
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BIG WIN

Ross Reels wins Montrose’s ‘Business of the Year’

Kids praise
new CRC
• Pool, climbing wall main
attractions
• Adolescent boys prefer
basketball courts
• Older teens look to get
in shape
BY LINDSEY ERIN KROSKOB
MONTROSE DAILY PRESS
NEWS EDITOR

A gaggle of girls
hurried through the
halls of the Montrose
Community Recreation
Center Friday night,
their hands full with
plastic bags of swim
gear.
With an hour to go until the new pool opened,
the young ladies could
hardly get a word
out through all their
excitement.
“My heart was pumping,” 11-year-old Roslynn
Garduno said about the

moment she walked
through the door. “This
is the most amazing
thing.”
Her pal, Alma Whatley,
10, shared in the thrill,
nearly letting out a joyous scream as she took in
the scene.
“I was really excited.
I was like, ‘Oh my gosh.
I love this place,’” her
12-year-old sister, Heaven
Whatley, added. “This is
the only pool I’m ever going to go to.”
Five-year-old Denna
Skorcz could barely
stand still in the energy
of the welcoming event.
She has big plans. The
blond preschooler will
start with the pool before
moving on to the rockclimbing wall.
“We haven’t tried it out
See CRC page A5

David Dragoo, president of Mayfly Outdoors, and James Thomas, design engineer at Ross Reels, smile before dinner
Saturday at the annual Montrose Chamber of Commerce Gala, held at the Montrose Pavilion. Ross Reels was named
2016 Business of the Year. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

Chamber gala sees businesses, residents earn honors
• Rosty praises winner, nominees
and attendees
• Numerous businesses, individuals
honored
• Rosty says 2017 is shaping up to be
great
BY MATT LINDBERG
MONTROSE DAILY PRESS MANAGING EDITOR

The new year is starting just as
strong as 2016 finished for David
Dragoo and his team at Mayfly
Outdoors.
Mayfly is a Montrose-based outdoor industry investment company

known for its brand names including Abel Reels and Ross Reels. Its
Ross Reels brand was given the
2016 Business of the Year honor during the Montrose Chamber
of Commerce’s annual gala on
Saturday night at the pavilion.
The award was presented by the
Chamber, as well as Region 10 and
the City of Montrose.
“This award is quite an honor
to Ross Reels,” said Tony Lugard,
chief operating officer at Ross
Reels. “We have been part of the
Montrose community for over 30
years. Our success has largely been

from the stewardship of our wonderful team members.”
Dragoo also shared his thoughts
with the Montrose Daily Press.
“The team has a done a great job,
and this award is well deserved,” he
said. “We are very fortunate to have
the team we do.”
According to Director of Montrose
Business Innovation Chelsea
Rosty, who oversees the Montrose
Chamber of Commerce, the award
was well deserved. She said Ross
Reels has been in Montrose for more
See WIN page A4

Children wait in line Saturday to try out the new giant
slide at the Montrose Community Recreation Center. (Paul
Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

Arena proponents appeal to Montrose County at meeting
• Commissioners have not made
decision yet
• Community members share
support for arena project
• Commissioner apologizes for
tone of Jan. 17 meeting
BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG
MONTROSE DAILY PRESS SENIOR WRITER

The topic was again the indoor arena and event center
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Friday, but this time, those
speaking were in favor.
They asked Montrose
County commissioners not
to kill the multi-million dollar project that the previous
board of commissioners approved in November.
“I just think this would be
an incredible win-win,” said
Jody Sauer. “It would be really sad if this did not happen
because of issues we didn’t resolve as a community.”
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Sauer and others made their
remarks prior to the commissioners stepping into an executive session to discuss contracts with their legal counsel.
The arena and event center
contract has come under fire
from some sectors of the public, who objected to the cost,
questioned the economic benefit and feasibility, and who in
recent weeks asked the new
commissioners for a stop-work
order.
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Commissioner Keith Caddy
told the Montrose Daily Press
Thursday there was no immediate plant to withdraw from
the contract, but that they
wanted to look at it. Any decision would be premature before the executive session was
held, he said.
Prior to the commissioners’
meeting and executive session
Friday, Commissioner Roger
Rash also told the Press no decision had been made.

“We’re really, really trying
to do what’s right. We have
some questions about it. We
need to sit down and answer
those questions. There’s some
of the public that deserves
that,” Rash said. “Nobody’s
made any decisions about
that. It’s all discussing the
contract, what has transpired
and what’s going from there.
There’s nothing in stone. …
See ARENA page A3
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Obituary
Robert Allen DeVeny
(Bob DeVeny)
March 26, 1927 – January 18, 2017
Bob was born on the family
homestead north of Fort Laramie,
Wyoming, to Charlie and Bonnie
DeVeny. His family later moved to
Clifty, Arkansas, where he attended school. In 1945, he joined the
U.S. Army, and completed basic
training at Camp Fannin in Tyler,
Texas. He served in WWII in the
European Theater of Occupation
in Berlin, Germany. He was
assigned to the Anti-Tank
Destroyer Company, 79th Infantry
Division. He was awarded the
Good Conduct Medal, American
Campaign Medal, WWII Victory
Medal and M1 Rifle Expert Badge.
He married Betty Lou Wolfe
on April 11, 1948, in Springdale,
Arkansas. They moved to
Wyoming in 1952. Bob worked on
ranches in Chugwater and Rock
River during the ’50s and ’60s. He
participated in the 100-year anniversary re-enactment of the Pony
Express in 1960. In 1963, he was
awarded the “Top Hand Award”
from the Platte County Grazing
Association. Bob and Betty moved
to Jackson in 1968. He worked for
Snake River Ranch and the 4 Lazy
F Ranch. He was known as The
Willow Creek Cowboy. He managed 300 head of cattle on summer range and fed cattle with a
team of horses. He helped with
calving and branding and any
job that needed to be done. He
also entertained summer guests
at several guest ranches in the
area.
Bob and Betty purchased land
on Log Hill Mesa in 1978. Bob
continued to work in Jackson
until they built their home in
1981. Bob had a small herd
of cattle and trained over 200
horses. When he wasn’t training horses, raising cattle, building fence, stacking hay, working
on his land or writing a new

song, you could find him singing at local events, weddings,
cowboy poetry, Jim’s BBQ, True
Grit Café and The San Juan
Guest Ranch. He enjoyed entertaining and making people
smile. He also had a special love
for kids. He drove the Ridgway
school bus for 13 years, the Log
Hill route. The students loved
him and still talk about him
today.
Bob was an amazing husband,
dad, grandpa, great-grandpa,
uncle, brother, neighbor and
friend. Bob made everyone feel
special and touched so many
people in his 89 years of life. He
lived his life to the fullest and
made each day count. He loved
his family and was very proud
of his wife, children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
In September 2016, Bob was

inducted into the Wyoming
Cowboy Hall of Fame, which
honored working cowboys
with over 50 years in the saddle. When presented with the
award, he simply said, “I was
just doing my job.” He was
very honored to receive the
recognition.
Bob passed away peacefully at
Colorow Care Center in Olathe,
Colorado, where he was fondly
known as “Cowboy.” He will be
missed by many.
Bob is survived by his wife of
68-plus years, Betty Lou DeVeny
of Ridgway, Colorado; his children: Diana Raine, Montrose,
Colorado; Cathy and Randy
Blakeman, Gillette, Wyoming;
Duane and Karla DeVeny,
Montrose, Colorado; Anita and
Bob Posey, Ridgway, Colorado.
He is blessed with nine grandchildren, Jason and Chad Raine,
Rob Blakeman, Becky Barger,
Lisa Dymond, Adam and Clay
DeVeny, Paul and Jeff Delio,
and three step-grandchildren,
Ashton, Logan and Lauren
Posey. He is also blessed with 15
great-grandchildren!
He is survived by his
brother, Delmar DeVeny, La
Barge, Wyoming; and sister,
Eloise Graves, Kennewick,
Washington. He is preceded in
death by his parents, Charlie
and Bonnie DeVeny; brother,
Dan DeVeny; sister, Rena Mae
McCorkle; and sister, Sally
Rogers.
A memorial service is planned
for 11 a.m. Feb. 18, 2017, at First
Presbyterian Church, 1840 E.
Niagara Road, Montrose, CO
81401.
In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association or to the Ouray
County Rodeo Association/
Jimbo Fund (this organization supports aspiring young
horseback riders in the county).
Arrangements are under the
direction of Crippin Funeral
Home & Crematory in Montrose.

Dealer Wes Miller, left, lays out the cards on the blackjack table for Teri Watkins, Pattie Hansen, Christina Files and
Kathy Chiono Saturday prior to dinner at the Annual Montrose Chamber of Commerce Gala at the pavilion. (Paul
Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)
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than 30 years, adding it has expanded its local employment
base by 68 percent in the last two
years. She touted Ross Reels for
investing more than $750,000 in
machinery and tooling, among
other things, for its local facility.
As previously reported by
the Montrose Press, Mayfly announced last October its plan
to build the Colorado Outdoors
Recreation Business Park on
land north of Ninth Street
and across from the Montrose
County Justice Center. The
project will be what Dragoo
called a “world-renowned business park” aiming to attract
outdoor-focused industries to relocate to Montrose and include
river restoration and high-end

commercial, residential and industrial development.
“For these reasons and many
others, I am happy to name Ross
Reels the 2016 Business of the
Year,” Rosty said, adding Ross
Reels also had been recognized
in Colorado Business Magazine
and has won numerous awards.
The night also saw several
other area businesses and residents honored.
The Center for Mental Health
was recognized as the 2016
Chamber Business of the Year,
an award that has its winner selected by the Montrose
Chamber of Commerce’s Board
of Directors.
“The Center for Mental
Health has been a member of
the Chamber of Commerce for
over 20 years, and is currently
active in the Montrose community and Chamber activities including, but not limited to

Young Professionals, Business
After Hours, and the Board of
Directors,” Rosty said.
The Chamber of Commerce’s
Board of Directors also honored
several individuals for their efforts in the community. The
Montrose Chamber Redcoat of
the Year award went to Janine
Rusnak, while the Government
Affairs Councilmen of the Year
nod was awarded to longtime
member Bob Brown. Ashley
Pietak was named Montrose
Chamber of Commerce Young
Professional of the Year.
Another coveted honor was
the 2016 Community Service
Member of the Year, which
was given to Montrose resident Christina Files. The
award, which was presented by the City of Montrose,
Region 10, the Montrose
Community Foundation and
Chamber, is meant to recognize
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Weather forecast
TODAY

Generally sunny. High 39F. Winds light and
variable. Low 18F.

MONDAY
Mainly sunny

TUESDAY
Sunny

WEDNESDAY
Sunny

THURSDAY
Sunshine and clouds

FRIDAY
Partly cloudy

42º
44º
47º
46º
48º
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32º

See more photos
From the gala on page A12.

a community volunteer who has
demonstrated outstanding participation and leadership in the
community.
“Christina was a primary
force in achieving a ‘yes’ vote
for Referendum 3A to rebuild
Columbine Middle School. She
led the election committee by
organizing people, events, funds
and community efforts. As described by her nominator, ‘She
is a true public servant. She
serves with a grateful spirit and
a humble sense of leadership,’”
Rosty said.
There was a lot of love in
the room Saturday, with perhaps some credit owed to the
“A Night in Paris” theme.
For Rosty, it served as one
of her major initiatives in
her new role. She was appointed to the director position earlier this month after
a shared services agreement

was announced between the
chamber and city, as previously reported.
“I’m so humbled by the
passion and drive of these
people,” said Rosty of the
evening’s attendees. “2017 is
shaping up to be a year of
change for all of us. When
the community considers the
recent partnership between
the Chamber and the City
(of Montrose), I’d like them
to envision the Chamber as
having its arms around the
business community; keeping it strong, stable, and
vibrant. The partnership
with the City simply makes
those arms more inclusive,
more resourceful, and more
collaborative.”
For information about
the Montrose Chamber
of Commerce, visit
Montrosechamber.com.
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