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NEWS:
City Market joins flu clinic effort
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VACCINATION

CLINIC

Oct. 18th | 3-7pm at BOTH
Riverbottom Park

205 Apollo Rd, Montrose, CO 81401

&

Montrose Pavilion

1800 Pavilion Dr, Montrose, CO 81401

• Free flu shot provided by City Market for individuals 9 and Up

BOO TO FLU

WHILE
SUPPLIES LA

See Pg.3 For More Details

• Children under 9 will receive a voucher for a free
vaccination at Health and Human Services to be given at a
later date. (Child must be present to receive a voucher.)

ST

• Drive-Through Clinic; Walk-Ins Welcome
Say
• Participants with more than four in a vehicle or those requiring additional
time will be given shotsor
in an
adjacentmontrosefl
location near the drive-through
lane.
FOR QUESTIONS please call 970-252-4505
visit
uclinic.com
BOTH Registration forms may be picked up in advance. Please visit montrosefluclinic.com

$1.50

for pickup locations.
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• Free flu shot provided by City Market for individuals 9 and Up

WHILE
SUPPLIES LAST

DAILY

• Children under 9 will receive a voucher for a free
vaccination at Health and Human Services to be given at a
later date. (Child must be present to receive a voucher.)
• Drive-Through Clinic; Walk-Ins Welcome

• Participants with more than four in a vehicle or those requiring additional
time will be given shots in an adjacent location near the drive-through lane.

Registration forms may be picked up in advance. Please visit montrosefluclinic.com
for pickup locations.

FOR QUESTIONS please call 970-252-4505 or visit montrosefluclinic.com

FOR QUESTIONS please call 970-252-4505 or visit montrosefluclinic.com
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Business reels
in coveted award
National magazine honors
Mayfly for second-consecutive year
• Abel Reels recognized by national magazine
• Company president proud of his employees
• Recognition is win for Montrose, MEDC leader says
BY MATT LINDBERG
MATTL@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

J

ust a few years ago the owners of Mayfly
Outdoors considered moving the business’ operations out of Montrose to other
Colorado communities.
But the Montrose Economic Development
Corporation, City of Montrose, Montrose County and
State of Colorado stepped in and worked with the
owners to keep Ross Reels in town and move its Abel
Reels headquarters from Southern California to right
here.

‘It’s nice to say our small town has a
product that is one of the best in the
world. It’s made right here.’
David Dragoo
Mayfly Outdoors president

Tessa Rivera encourages her son, Alija, 1, to wave at the camera Thursday as they shop for pumpkins at the Covered
Bridge Ranch. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)

Pumpkins, fall activities
galore at Montrose ranch
• Variety name of the game at patch
• Family-friendly activities abound
• Business started 10 years ago

Almost three years later, Mayfly’s decision to stay
put proved to be wise for many reasons. Most recently, Abel Reels, a brand of Mayfly, was awarded the
coveted 2018 Best New Freshwater Reel for its Abel
SDF model by Fly Fisherman magazine.
The magazine is widely circulated in the United
States and has one of the biggest readerships in the
world, according to David Dragoo, Mayfly’s president.
The win comes only a year after Abel’s sister brand,
Ross Reels, saw its Colorado LT given the same honor
by the magazine in 2017. Dragoo said the award is a
testament to the company’s employees, who are from
Montrose and surrounding communities.
“It was great to win it again this year, and it helps
to further validate our move to Montrose, Colorado,”
said Dragoo, who moved to Montrose when the company elected to keep its headquarters in town. “I
think what it means for the team is that it shows their
process is working, and what they’re doing, which
is pretty difficult, is being recognized nationwide. It
See REELS page A3

Area jails work to
halt inmate suicides
• Physical modifications reduce risk
• Mental health resources
vital, needed
• Not possible to fully predict self-harm

BY ANDREW KISER
ANDREWK@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

BY KATHARHYNN HEIDELBERG
KATHARHYNNH@MONTROSEPRESS.COM

Erica Esser pushes her daughter, Maizy, 2 1/2, on a tire swing Thursday at the
Covered Bridge Ranch. (Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press)
come back and experience it
again — but in the fall.
“We wanted to do things and
not just go get a pumpkin,”

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/MONTROSEDAILYPRESS

Rivera said. “This is a place that
we heard of, so we decided to

@MONTROSEPRESS

See PUMPKINS page A5

In 2016, a man took bedding and used it to asphyxiate himself at the
Montrose County Jail.
He was 23.
His suicide was neither
the first nor the last at
the facility. In August of
this year, another man,
26, somehow managed
to hang himself at the
jail. He died later at the
hospital. And, in 2013, a
recently sentenced man
jumped from the second tier of the facility,
sustaining injuries that

Published for the Uncompahgre Valley
and Randy Brickson of Montrose

Board of County Commissioners Meeting

Wednesday, October 18th at 9:30am
161 South Townsend Avenue
Call 970-249-7755 for more info!
Stream Live and On Demand at www.montrosecounty.net
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It might have been surprising
to see kids at a pumpkin patch
where the pumpkins were even
bigger than the little ones who
were picking them out.
But that was the case Thursday
afternoon when Tessa Rivera
brought her young son to the
patch at Covered Bridge Ranch.
“This is my son’s first time at
a pumpkin patch,” Rivera said.
“We decided to come out with all
our family and take pictures and
enjoy the day.”
That wasn’t the only reason
why she brought her child to the
ranch, though. She said after visiting the place last year during
Christmastime, she wanted to

proved fatal.
Sheriffs in the 7th
Judicial District work to
avoid such deaths, and
the Montrose jail is far
from the only one where
inmates attempt or complete suicide.
“This is not unique
to Montrose. It’s a nationwide pandemic,”
Montrose County Jail
Administrator Alan
Miller said Oct. 11.
One day later, a
Garfield County inmate
took her own life, according to authorities there.
She reportedly hanged
herself using thermal
underwear.
“A lot of people in jails
are taking their lives,”
Miller said Oct. 11. “I
don’t think you could
build a jail that could
See JAIL page A9
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OPEN EVERY DAY
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9A.M. TO 6P.M.

CORN MAZE & PUMPKIN PATCH OPEN DAILY!
Roasted Chiles, Apples,
Sweet Corn, Tomatoes,
& Much, Much, More!

The Friend-ly Farm:
Richard & Pamela (DeVries) Friend

FRUIT & VEGGIE
ROADSIDE STAND

(970) 323-6559
We accept cash, local checks, debit cards, credit cards and SNAP (EBT).

N. Hwy. 50 between mile markers 85 & 86 • 323-6559

October
Dinner
Specials
$14.95

Incredible
October Dinner Specials!
Monday – Thursday, 4-Close

Rylee Frost, left, Nikki Rose and Rebecca Montano work in the assembly area at Mayfly Outdoors in October 2016.
Abel Reels, a brand of Mayfly, was awarded the coveted 2018 Best New Freshwater Reel for its Abel SDF model by Fly
Fisherman Magazine. The company’s president, David Dragoo, praised his employees for their efforts.
(Paul Hurschmann/Montrose Daily Press file photo)

Choose from Five Full Dinners:
Flat Iron Steak, Chicken Picatta, Fish&Chips

REELS

XNLV346020

Chicken Parmesan, Chicken Fried Steak
Includes a Soda or Iced Tea

FROM PAGE A1

1415 Hawk Parkway, Montrose • 240-8899
www.stonehousemontrose.com
Mon-Sat 11am-9pm • Sun 9am-9pm

Mayfly has continued
to blossom.
Besides numerous
awards in its industry and going from
19 to 34 employees
(about 80 percent
g rowth) since 2014,
the company is proceeding with its river
development project.
Dragoo previously announced plans
for Mayfly to build
an outdoor business
park, with residential components, on
158 acres near the
Uncompahg re River
and the Montrose
County Justice
Center (from North
Ninth Street to Launa
Drive).
The Colorado
Outdoors Project will
be what Dragoo called
a “world-renowned
business park” aiming to attract outdoor-focused industries to relocate to
Montrose and include
river restoration and

FREE

Which she knows. And she
loves this way you show her!
321 MAIN STREET
MONTROSE, COLORADO
970-249-3231
DEVINNYJEWELERS.COM

CopyrightJATW2017

“It’s made right here.
Many of our team
members are from this
community and region, so it’s not just a
place they work, it’s a
place they live and a
place they raise their
families.”
Matt Lindberg is the
managing editor for the
Montrose Daily Press
and an award-winning journalist. He’s a
University of Kansas
graduate with years
of experience in the
news business, as well
as a father of two and
a husband. Follow
him on Twitter @
MattLindberg.

You love her
more than this

XNLV351099

Mayfly Outdoors President
David Dragoo during a tour
of his company’s Montrose
facility at 11 Ponderosa
Court in 2016. Dragoo said
Friday’s he proud of his
employees for their efforts
after Mayfly was awarded
another prestigious honor.
(Paul Hurschmann/Montrose
Daily Press file photo)

high-end commercial,
residential and industrial development.
In addition, Mayfly
played a key role
in Great Outdoors
Colorado approving
the City of Montrose
and Montrose
Recreation District’s
$2 million g rant application — the biggest GOCO g rant
ever awarded to
Montrose. Known as
the “Connecting the
People to their Parks
and Recreation” project, funding will support the construction of a total of 2.25
miles of new trails,
with under passes, on
both ends of town to
connect more of the
public with parks
and recreational
opportunities.
Dragoo wrote a personal letter to GOCO
of ficials that was
included with the
g rant application,
and previously told
the Montrose Daily
Press his company
is supporting those
words with actions.
Eventually, he said,
Mayfly will give back
to the city upwards
of 35 acres it purchased along the river cor ridor that will
be used for the trail
and to provide more
open space. That’s an
ef fort to invest in the
community, he noted.
As for the latest award from F ly
Fisher man magazine,
it continues to reaffir m the company’s
decision to stay in
Montrose.
“It’s nice to say
our small town has
a product that is one
of the best in the
world,” Dragoo said.

CHEVY

TRUCK
MONTH
%

0

APR for
72 Months
now through October 10, 2017

Drive -Through

VACCINATION

CLINIC
Say

BOO TO FLU

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB

Oct. 18th | 3-7pm at BOTH
Riverbottom Park

205 Apollo Rd, Montrose, CO 81401

&

Montrose Pavilion

1800 Pavilion Dr, Montrose, CO 81401
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Save Time / Save Money with Turner True Price

Free flu shot provided by City Market for individuals 9 and Up
ILE
• •Free
flu shot provided by City Market for individuals 7 and Up SUPPWH
LIES LAST
• Children under 9 will receive a voucher for a free
vaccination
at Health
and Human
Services
given
at a
• Children
under
7 will receive
a voucher
fortoabefree
vaccination
at Health and
later date.
(Child to
must
present
receive
a voucher.)
(Child much be present to receive a voucher.)
Human
Services
bebe
given
at atolater
date.
• Drive-Through Clinic; Walk-Ins Welcome
• •Drive-Through
Clinic;
Walk-Ins
Welcome
Participants with
more
than four
in a vehicle or those requiring additional
W
time will be given shots in an adjacent location near the drive-through
IL
SUP Hlane.
• Registration
forms may be picked up in advance.
P E
• Registration forms may be picked up in advance. Please visit montrosefluclinic.com
Please
visit montrosefluclinic.com for pickup locations.
LASLIES
for pickup locations.
T

2262 E. Main, Montrose • 970-249-6691 • www.TurnerChevrolet.com
FOR QUESTIONS please call 970-252-4505 or visit montrosefluclinic.com
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injects a lot of confidence in the team.”
MEDC Executive
Director Sandy Head
said the win for
Mayfly was another honor and further
shows why putting so
much effort into keeping the company here
was important.
“It has really paid
off,” Head said, adding
retention is often an
overlooked aspect of
economic development
in general.
“It’s not all about
what new company are you bringing,
but what companies
are staying. It’s really g reat to get national recognition
for Montrose. Mayfly
just continues to excel in its field, and
it’s exciting to have
Montrose as part of
their company.”
Mayfly Outdoors is
a Colorado-based investment company
founded in Colorado
Springs, and has its
subsidiaries operate
under various brand
names, including
Abel Reels, Ross Reels
and Charlton, here in
Montrose. Abel was
purchased by Mayfly
in 2013 and moved its
Souther n Califor nia
operations to town in
August 2016.
Abel’s director of
sales, Jef f Patterson,
is a 25-year employee
of Abel who started
in 1992 as a customer service representative and moved his
way up.
He said the original
owner of Abel, Steve
Abel, and his wife got
him into fly fishing
years ago. But relocating his family to
Montrose to continue working with the
Dragoos is a decision
he’s happy about to
this day.
“I love it out here.
Obviously being a
big fan of the outdoors and fly fishing,
this is a little more
my wheelhouse than
Souther n Califor nia,”
he said.
He added he was
proud of his fellow
employees.
“It’s a recognition
of a g reat new product and also our engineering and design team’s abilities
in Montrose,” he
af fir med.
Tony Lug ard, chief
operating of ficer
of Ross Reels, said
Mayfly’s latest accomplishment made
him especially proud
to be a third-g eneration native of
Wester n Colorado.
“We’ re world-renowned, but right in
your back yard,” he
said. “We’ re actually
par t of it. This has
been our home, and
will be our home,
and we’ re making
a better home for
the future, in our
opinion.”
Since deciding to
make Montrose its
base for operations
a few years ago,

